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Conceived during a car trip, The Bach/Gould Project was our first major creative 
undertaking as an ensemble. During that trip, we discovered Glenn Gould’s 
only published composition, his String Quartet, Op. 1, completed just before 
his hallmark debut album of J. S. Bach’s Goldberg Variations in 1955. We were 
intrigued by Gould’s dynamic relationship with the work and the influence it 
imparted on him as a composer. We created The Bach/Gould Project to explore 
the connection of Bach and Gould through the string quartet medium. Since the 
Goldberg Variations did not exist in string quartet form, we set out to arrange our 
own fully realized four-voice version to record with Gould’s String Quartet, Op. 1. 

With Bassline Fabulous, we collaborate with the fabulous Machine Dazzle to 
examine the inescapable evolution of the Goldberg Variations through a real-time 
performance installation. The bass line remains constant through 30 movements 
of canons, fughetti, dances and arabesques, a staunch pillar of infrastructure 
around which a world steadily develops. The return of the opening aria brings the 
audience back home, yet the way it’s felt changes fundamentally after the long 
journey. The Goldberg Variations stand as one of Western art music’s wildest 
(yet most logical) exercises in transformation, and with Bassline Fabulous, its 
transformative power is felt anew.

� —Catalyst Quartet

When I listen to music, I see shapes. The shapes create a palette of ideas. The 
ideas come together to tell a story. The Goldberg Variations inspire so many 
things instinctually and emotionally, I’m having fun linking them all together. A 
literal “chain” of events visiting pleasure, pain, laughter and longing. 

� —Machine Dazzle

Learn more about the Catalyst Quartet here and Machine Dazzle here.
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@MetLiveArts   #MetLiveArts   /metmuseum

Follow us

The Metropolitan Museum of Art is on the island known as Mannahatta—now called 
Manhattan—in Lenapehoking, the homeland of the Lenape people.
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Program
Goldberg Variations, BWV 988

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
Arrangement by Catalyst Quartet 

Aria

Variatio 1. a 1 Clav.

Variatio 2. a 1 Clav.

Variatio 3. Canone all’Unisono. a 1 Clav.

Variatio 4. a 1 Clav.

Variatio 5. a 1 ô vero 2 Clav.

Variatio 6. Canone alla Seconda. a 1 Clav.

Variatio 7. a 1 ô vero 2 Clav. al tempo di Giga

Variatio 8. a 2 Clav.

Variatio 9. Canone alla Terza. a 1 Clav.

Variatio 10. Fughetta. a 1 Clav.

Variatio 11. a 2 Clav.

Variatio 12. a 1 Clav. Canone alla Quarta in moto contrario

Variatio 13. a 2 Clav.

Variatio 14. a 2 Clav.

Variatio 15. Canone alla Quinta. a 1 Clav.: Andante

Variatio 16. Ouverture. a 1 Clav.

Variatio 17. a 2 Clav.

Variatio 18. Canone alla Sexta a 1 Clav.

Variatio 19. a 1 Clav.

Variatio 20. a 2 Clav.

Variatio 21. Canone alla Settima

Variatio 22. a 1 Clav. alla breve

Variatio 23. a 2 Clav.

Variatio 24. Canone all’Ottava. a 1 Clav.

Variatio 25. a 2 Clav.

Variatio 26. a 2 Clav.

Variatio 27. Canone alla Nona. a 2 Clav.

Variatio 28. a 2 Clav.

Variatio 29. a 1 ô vero 2 Clav.

Variatio 30. a 1 Clav. Quodlibet

Aria da Capo

Bassline Fabulous
Catalyst Quartet
2022-2023 Quartet in Residence

with Machine Dazzle

For MetLiveArts 
Ticket Holders
Enjoy free admission for two 
with promo code BASSLINEFAB. 
Redeem this special o�er by 
Feb. 19 at madmuseum.org.

Generously underwritten 
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2 COLUMBUS CIRCLE, NYC
MADMUSEUM.ORG

M
ac

hi
ne

 D
az

zl
e,

 2
01

9.
 P

ho
to

: 
G

re
go

ry
 K

ra
m

er
.

Please note that this performance contains sexual content.
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